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I’m looking forward to working with you on your chemistry writing requirement this semester! The
purpose of this document is to outline the process that we will go through to develop and revise your
document, and to communicate my expectations about what you need to do to earn an A. Please
review this summary and ask if you have any questions or concerns about these requirements.

Topic Selection

It is my goal that documents prepared for the chemistry writing requirement not only give you a
chance to practice your formal scientific writing, but that they also provide you a chance to practice
writing skills that will be useful in the next stages of your career.

As such, I offer students significant flexibility in both the style and topic of the document. You
may choose any of the following options:

• A manuscript-style report on your undergraduate research (most popular for students con-
ducting research in my lab)

• A literature review on a topic in materials chemistry

• A technical report on a new technique or instrument (e.g. something that you might write
to convince an employer to purchase a new instrument)

• A magazine-style article describing a scientific topic or idea for the general public

I am also open to discussing other options - if you have a specific idea that is not mentioned in this
list, let me know!

Document Requirements

Your document must meet the following requirements for full credit:

• Length: 10-15 pages of text, double spaced, exclusive of figures (note that this should corre-
spond to a word count of about 3000-5000 words)

• Formatting of text: Times New Roman, 12 pt font, double-spaced, 1” margins, justified
alignment

• Formatting of figures: publication-quality figures with properly-labeled axes and legible fonts
and line-weights (note: if you are doing undergraduate research, please consult your grad
student mentor for specific requirements)

• References: all references correctly cited following ACS style (footnotes or endnotes are ok;
citations must include both title and DOI)

Milestones

To help make sure you are on track with your document, we will check in at the following interme-
diate milestones:



1. Choose & Approve Topic: Send me a brief summary of the type of document you intend to
write and the topic you intend to write it on. I will review your choice and either OK it as-is,
or make suggestions for changes before you move on.

2. Outline: Send me a detailed outline of the document you intend to write. The outline should
include section headers (if appropriate) for each section of the document, a topic sentence for
each paragraph within each section, and a list of papers you intend to cite in each paragraph
for sections that involve summarizing the literature. Note that this outline is not fixed in
stone - you can and probably will change it as you write - but the purpose of this milestone
is to make sure that you have a solid starting point for the content of your draft.

3. Excerpt (OPTIONAL): Send me a 1-2 page excerpt of your draft-in-progress. I will provide
feedback on your writing re. whether it is at the right level of detail and in the right style for
your targeted document type; you can incorporate changes based on this feedback into the
rest of your draft to minimize the number of revisions you will need to do.

4. First Draft : Send me a complete draft of your document, meeting all of the listed require-
ments. I will give you feedback on the content and structure of your document to incorporate
into your second draft.

Note that for undergraduate research reports, there may be sections of your results and
discussion for which you do not yet have the final data; this is ok, but your draft should still
be as detailed as possible in these sections with respect to what you are still going to add.

5. Second Draft : Based on the feedback I give on your first draft, do a content revision on
your draft. Add additional information as appropriate. Following this stage, I will give you
feedback on the stylistic elements of your document (e.g. phrasing, writing style, etc.) for
you to incorporate into your final draft.

6. Final Draft : Exactly what it sounds like - the final version of your document :-)

Deadlines

The deadlines for each of these components are as follows:

Milestone General Due Date Spring 2021 Deadline

Choose & Approve Topic Fri. of Week 4 5pm on 2/12/2021

Outline Fri. of Week 7 5pm on 3/5/2021

Excerpt (OPTIONAL) Fri. of Week 9 5pm on 3/19/2021

First Draft Fri. of Week 11 5pm on 4/2/2021

Second Draft Fri. of Week 13 5pm on 4/16/2021

Final Draft Fri. of Finals Week 5pm on 4/30/2021

Although I will still accept each of these components past the listed deadlines (except for the Final
Draft - that deadline is fixed, and no late work will be accepted after it passes), you may not receive
extensive feedback in time to meet your next deadline and will incur a grade penalty (see below).



Grading

If your document satisfies all of the listed requirements, you meet all of the required deadlines, and
you make a good faith effort to improve your writing by making substantial revisions according to
my suggestions at each stage of your draft, you will receive an A in CHEM 1701.

If you do not meet some or all of these requirements, your grade will be penalized as followed:

• Your grade will decrease one level (e.g. A to A-, A- to B+) for each required deadline on
which you are late.

• If you skip stages of your revisions entirely, your grade will decrease one full letter grade for
each revision skipped. If, for example, you only submit a first draft, and it meets all of the
listed requirements but you do not do any revisions, you will have two missed revisions and
will receive a C. If you do only one round of revisions, but miss the second, you will receive
a B.

Questions?

If you have questions at any point along the way, please reach out to me by email (or, if you are a
member of my lab, Slack). I will get back to you as soon as I can, and will either try to address
your question by email or set up a meeting to discuss in real-time.

Good luck, and have fun!


